Education in The Republic of Belarus
Preschool Education

Each citizen of the Republic of Belarus is guaranteed the right to get education. The multilevel system established in the country allows exercising the right to the full extent.

Belarus has a well-regarded education system, including universities and further education institutions. There are more than 50 higher education establishments in Belarus which are governed by the Ministry of Education in Belarus.

Preschool education includes a net of preschool establishments differing by types and profile of work with children. For children under age 6 there are such types of preschool establishments as nursery, preprimary school, kindergarten, kindergarten-school. 

According to the profile they can be divided into institution of general purpose, specialty schools, sanatory infant schools, special infant schools for psychophysically-challenged children, preschool centers of child’s development. Pre-school education is not compulsory in Belarus but around 70 % of children do attend nursery or kindergarten before they start school.

School Education

Most children in Belarus start school at the age of 6. All pupils must follow the basic education curriculum up to the age of 15, and the vast majority of pupils stay at school until they finish their high school education at 18.

General secondary education is the main part of the system of continuous education in Belarus. It is represented on three levels:

· primary school (first to fourth grade, six or seven to nine years of age);

· basic secondary school (fifth to ninth grade, ten to fifteen years of age) leading to incomplete secondary education;

· upper secondary school (tenth and eleventh grade, sixteen to seventeen years of age), which leads to complete secondary education.

The primary and secondary level institutions sometimes function separately (predominantly in rural areas); in the city they are usually combined within one school. The academic year begins on September 1st and continues through the end of May, and they have an examination session in the ninth and eleventh grades. School operates on a quarterly schedule, with four vacations: a week in November, two weeks in early January, a week at the end of March, and two and a half or three months in the summer. Pupils go to school five or six days a week. The daily number of classes varies from four in primary school to six in the senior grades. Lessons last 40 or 45 minutes, with short breaks between classes. 

The first four years of school are devoted to acquiring basic skills and habits of writing, reading, count; mastering primary knowledge of the nature, society and man; getting acquainted with principles of personal hygiene and healthy way of life.

The main objective of the primary school is not only the development of physical and intellectual capabilities of schoolchildren, ethical and moral properties of a personality, but the formation of children's steady interest to studies. The basic and secondary school is ahead, which envisages mandatory studying of subjects of the social-and-humanitarian cycle (the Belarusian and Russian languages and literatures, Foreign Language, History of Belarus and the World's History, Man and Society), natural-and-scientific cycle (Mathematics, Informatics, Geography, Biology, Physics, Chemistry) and aesthetic cycle (music, fine arts, world artistic culture), physical training and labor education. 

The continuity and succession principles let schoolchildren proceed from one stage to the next one replenishing the store of their knowledge. By the way, the 10-grade assessment system of knowledge substituted the 5-grade scale in order to enhance individual approach to pupils and students. 

Establishments of general secondary education are allowed to set up gymnasia classes, classes with profiled subject study, to introduce optional subjects and courses, to hold sustaining, stimulating and other types of classes. The introduction of the curriculum school component allowed to make education in senior classes of schools of general education, gymnasiums, lyceums and colleges a profiled one, directed to further education at appropriate educational institutions or to a certain sphere of labor activity. Gymnasiums provide comprehensive humanitarian education, often centered on the study of foreign languages. They are expected to have a highly qualified teaching staff, use innovative textbooks, and to have modern methods of teaching. Lyceums offer professionally oriented education and are usually affiliated with higher educational or research institutions.

Vocabulary notes:

	right
	право

	multilevel
	многоуровневый

	higher education establishment
	высшее учебное заведение

	preschool
	дошкольный

	profile
	профиль, направление

	nursery
	ясли

	preprimary school
	детский сад

	sanatory infant school
	дошкольное учреждение санаторного типа

	psychophysically-challenged child
	инвалид

	education curriculum
	базовое образование

	hygiene
	гигиена

	objective
	цель

	to envisage
	предусматривать

	cycle
	цикл

	to replenish
	пополнять

	assessment system
	система оценки

	to enhance
	увеличивать

	optional
	факультативный 


Exercises

Ex. 1 Find English equivalents for the following words and word combinations in the text.

Многоуровневая система, начальная школа, министерство образования, здоровый образ жизни, факультативный предмет, детский сад, дошкольное учреждение санаторного типа, общее среднее образование, увеличить индивидуальный подход к ученикам, дошкольный центр развития детей, учебный год, перемена, основные навыки, личная гигиена, социогуманитарный цикл, естественный цикл, эстетический цикл, десятибалльная система оценки знаний, профильный класс, гимназия, лицей.

Ex. 2 Match the words with their definitions.

	1) subjects comprising a course of study in a school or college
	a) count

	2) relating to or involving many levels
	b) school

	3) determine the total number 
	c) nursery

	4) it is a place where children who are not old enough to go to school are looked after
	d) multilevel

	5) a person who is taught by another, especially a schoolchild or student in relation to a teacher
	e) curriculum

	6) relating to the time before a child is old enough to go to school
	f) class

	7) an institution for educating children
	g) pupil

	8) a group of students or pupils who are taught together
	h) preschool


Ex. 3 Insert prepositions in the sentences.

1) The multilevel system established … the country allows exercising the right … the full extent. 

2) Most children … Belarus start school … the age … 6. 

3) The continuity and succession principles let schoolchildren proceed … one stage … the next one replenishing the store … their knowledge. 

4) Higher education establishments are governed … the Ministry … Education … Belarus. 

5) General secondary education is represented … three levels. 

6) The daily number of classes varies … four … primary school … six … the senior grades. 

7) According … the profile preschool establishments can be divided … institution of general purpose, specialty schools, sanatory infant schools, special infant schools … psychophysically-challenged children, preschool centers … child’s development. 

8) The academic year begins … September 1 and continues … the end … May. 

Ex. 4 Say if the following statements are true or false to the text.

1) Each citizen of the Republic of Belarus is not guaranteed the right to get education.

2) There are more than 30 higher education establishments in Belarus.

3) Pre-school education is compulsory in Belarus.

4) Most children in Belarus start school at the age of 6.

5) General secondary education is represented on three levels: nursery school, primary school and basic secondary school.

6) The academic year begins on August 1.

7) School operates on a quarterly schedule.

8) Students go to school seven days a week.

9) Lessons last 40 or 45 minutes.

Ex. 5 Answer the questions according to the text.

1) Does Belarus have a well-regarded education system?

2) How many higher education establishments are there in Belarus?

3) Are there any types and profiles of preschool establishments?

4) How can preschool establishments be divided according to the profile?

5) Preschool education is not compulsory, is it?

6) What age do most children in Belarus start school?

7) What levels is general secondary education represented on?

8) When does academic year begin?

9) How many vacations do Belarusian pupils have?

10) How long do the lessons last?

11) What are the first four years of school devoted for?

12) What cycles are there in the school curriculum?

Ex. 6 Translate these sentences from Russian into English.

1) В Беларуси хорошо организованная система образования.

2) Многоуровневая система образования, установленная в стране, позволяет пользоваться правом получения образования полностью.

3) Дошкольное образование включает в себя сеть дошкольных учреждений, различающихся по типам и направлениям работы с детьми.

4) Около 70 % детей все-таки ходят в ясли или в детский сад до того, как пойдут в школу.

5) Общее среднее образование – основная часть системы непрерывного образования в Беларуси.

6) Первые 4 года в школе посвящены приобретению основных навыков и умений письма, чтения и счета.

7) Основной целью начальной школы является формирование у детей устойчивого интереса к учебе.

Special Vocational Education

Special secondary education (secondary vocational education) aims at providing the republic with qualified staff. Staff training at state special secondary educational establishments (technical schools, colleges, secondary schools-colleges of Arts, gymnasium-colleges of Arts, linguistic gymnasium-colleges, vocational colleges and others) is conducted in over 150 professions for all branches of national economy. The list of specialties and curricula are updated annually to meet the modern labor market requirements and correspond with educational establishments’ resources.

The Belarusian system of vocational training functions on two levels. The first level encompasses vocational technical schools (PTU) and apprenticeship programs for blue-collar jobs. Applicants may be accepted by PTU after 11 years of general secondary school and in this case take a year-long course to acquire a professional skill. Students with basic general education (nine grades) study three years to get both professional training and complete secondary education. The curriculum of PTU is distributed between theoretical and practical courses. It includes general secondary, general professional, and special subjects, as well as electives and individual consultations. 

Students are divided into groups of 12 to 25 people and are supervised by their main teacher called the «master of industrial training». Schools are usually attached to industrial enterprises, which provide students with on-the-job training. The modern tendency is to integrate several skills into the educational process in order to ensure the students' greater adaptability to the job market
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The second level of vocational training is provided by technicums, colleges, and professional secondary schools called vuchylishcha. These institutions prepare middle-level technicians, assistants of higher qualification specialists, independent qualified workers performing tasks that require both practical skills and theoretical knowledge, as well as specialists of nonproduction areas (librarians, obstetricians, nurses, preschool and primary school teachers). 

The course of study at the secondary professional level lasts from three to four years and is concluded by qualification exams and the defense of a diploma project. A number of former professional schools have been transformed into colleges. Professional schools are usually affiliated with higher educational institutions and work in close contact with them. Consequently, this arrangement can lead to a bachelor's degree at a college. Another option is for the college students to continue their studies at a higher educational institution, with the courses previously taken counting towards the university degree. Educational institutions are expected to reveal and develop the students' interests and abilities and to give them vocational guidance and advanced professional training. Integrated continuous education is provided by a study complexes' lyceum (college or higher educational institution) with a coordinated curricula. Faculty from higher educational institutions often lecture at colleges, assist instructors with curricula development and methodological work, participate in qualification exams, and prepare study materials. Partnerships of this kind prove to be highly effective.

Innovations in the system of vocational training are primarily defined by new trends in society. Educators have to review the inventory of professions with regard to the market demand; change the content of education by diversifying the curricula; give the students an opportunity to express their individuality and creativity; and introduce new subjects in response to the changing times. Schools must work in close contact with prospective employers, enterprises, and businesses.

This type of education is available on the full-time, remote and evening bases.

Vocabulary notes:

	to aim
	иметь целью

	staff
	служебный персонал, кадры

	technical school
	техническое училище

	vocational college
	профессиональный колледж

	to encompass
	включать

	apprenticeship program
	обучающая программа

	blue-collar job
	рабочая специальность

	elective
	факультативный курс

	to supervise
	контролировать

	master of industrial training
	мастер производственного обучения

	middle-level
	среднеуровневый

	obstetrician
	акушер

	defence
	защита

	affiliate
	присоединяться

	Bachelor’s degree
	степень бакалавра

	faculty
	профессорско-преподавательский состав

	full-time
	очный

	remote
	заочный

	evening base
	вечернее отделение


Exercises

Ex. 1 Find English equivalents for the following words and word combinations in the text.

Среднее специальное образование, кадры, техническое училище, лингвистическая гимназия-колледж, национальная экономика, ежегодно, профессиональное техническое училище, обучающая программа, теоретический курс, факультативный курс, мастер производственного обучения, образовательный процесс, рынок труда, квалификационный экзамен, профессорско-преподавательский состав, заочное отделение.

Ex. 2 Complete the sentences and translate them into Russian.

1)  Special secondary education (secondary vocational education) …. at providing the republic with … … .

2) The Belarusian system of vocational training ……. two levels.

3) The curriculum of PTU is distributed between ……… courses.

4) Students are supervised by their …….. called the ………….. .

5) The second level of ………. is provided by ……., colleges, and professional secondary schools called ………. .

6) The course of study at the ….. lasts from … to four .... years.

7) Professional schools are usually …….. higher educational institutions and work ……… with them.

8)  ………..  is provided by a study complexes' ….. with a coordinated …… .

Ex. 3 Say if the following statements are true or false to the text.

1) Staff training at private special secondary educational establishments is conducted in over 50 professions for some branches of national economy.

2) The first level of vocational training encompasses technicums and professional secondary schools.

3) Students with basic general education study one year at technical school.

4) Technical schools are usually attached to industrial enterprises.

5) Vocational training institutions prepare assistants of higher qualification specialists and specialists of nonproduction areas.

6) The course of study at the secondary professional level is concluded by qualification exams only.

7) College students cannot continue their studies at a higher educational institution.

8) Faculty from higher educational institutions never lecture at colleges.

Ex. 4 Answer the questions.

1) What is the aim of special secondary education?

2) Is the list of specialties and curricula updated annually or every four years?

3) How many levels are there in the Belarusian system of vocational training?

4) Are applicants accepted by PTU after 11 years of general education?

5) What does the curriculum of PTU include?

6) Who is the students’ supervisor at technical schools?

7) What profession can you get at establishments of special secondary education?

8) How many years does the course of study at the secondary professional level last?

9) Can faculty from higher educational institutions lecture at technical schools?

10) Should you pass qualification exams to graduate from the technical school?

11) Do new trends in society influence the system of vocational training?

12) Do educators have to introduce new subjects in response to the changing times?

13) Can you get the secondary vocational education studying full-time only?

Ex. 5 Translate these sentences from Russian into English.

1) Кадры, обучаемые в государственных средних специальных образовательных учреждениях, получают более 150 профессий для всех отраслей национальной экономики.

2) Первая группа включает профессиональные технические училища (ПТУ) и обучающие программы по рабочим специальностям.

3) Училища обычно прикреплены к промышленным предприятиям, которые обеспечивают учащихся базами практики.

4) Вторая группа профессионального обучения представлена техникумами, колледжами и профессиональными средними школами, называемыми училище.

5) Курс обучения на среднем профессиональном уровне длится от 3 до 4 лет.

6) Общее непрерывное образование представлено учебой в комплексном лицее (колледже или высшем образовательном институте) с согласованными учебными планами.

7) Преподавателям приходится изменять содержание обучения, модифицируя учебный план.

Ex. 7 Retell the topic.

Higher Education

Belarus has one of the highest student-to-population ratios in Europe. The higher education system in Belarus is seen as prestigious due to its high quality and affordability.   

Belarus universities are regarded as important educational institutions for the spreading of higher education. The number of Belarus universities is available in plenty so that all the eligible and willing candidates can go for receiving further education. The universities of Belarus consist of highly qualified professionals for imparting modern education. The infrastructural facilities of these universities are also commendable. The students can avail the service of a well stocked library present in the universities of Belarus. The technical universities of Belarus are well equipped with modern laboratories to enable the students in carrying out modern scientific experiments. 

There are four main types of higher education establishments to choose from, which can be either private or state operated:

· classical university 

· profile university or academy 

· institute 

· higher college.

Altogether there are 58 higher educational establishments, of which 43 are state owned (28 universities, 8 academies, 1 institute, 5 higher colleges, 1 higher school), 13 are private and 2 are run by religious organizations. Every establishment occupies its particular niche in training of highly qualified staff for various branches of national economy.

Classical and profile universities as well as institutes are classified as higher educational establishments of university type and provide a two level system of higher education with academic degrees of Bachelor and Master.

Graduates both from state and private universities are granted state diplomas of higher education. But it is not that easy to become a student. High demand on higher education leads to high entrance competition regardless of form of study or specialty. Therefore only the very best can study at budget cost.

3 forms of learning are available at Belarusian higher educational establishments: full-time, evening and by correspondence. Full-time learning is the most widespread and in the greatest demand with 2/3 of the students. Less than 1% of students use evening form of learning and over 35% of students learn by correspondence.

External studies represent another form of receiving higher education. External studies are based on the independent study of subjects from the regular curriculum. Credits and examinations are taken without obligatory attendance of classes. This form of learning is available to persons with secondary education, who cannot study full-time or leave their workplace. Diplomas are granted to external students on a regular basis. A combination of various forms of learning is accepted, so is learning on individual curricula. The efficiency of any form of learning is ensured by eminently qualified teaching staff including a large number of candidates and doctors of science, associate professors and professors.

Most courses run for 4 or 5 years. Institutions of higher education provide both free and fee-paying education.
Grants are available for full-time students and scholarships are awarded to very gifted students.

Establishments providing postgraduate education include higher educational establishments (regardless of pattern of ownership), scientific and other organizations entitled to engage in postgraduate education in accordance with established procedure.

All higher education establishments are governed by the Ministry of Education in Belarus.

The universities in Belarus are highly capable of producing eminent personalities in various fields. The courses offered by these universities are very much in accordance with the present need of the day. The Belarus universities have, in fact, given a new dimension to the sphere of education.

Vocabulary notes:

	prestigious
	престижный

	affordability
	доступность

	eligible
	желающий

	infrastructural facilities
	инфраструктура

	commendable
	достойный похвалы

	avail
	воспользоваться

	private
	частный

	state
	государственный

	niche
	место

	academic degree
	ученая степень

	Master
	магистр

	budget cost
	бюджетная основа

	external studies
	обучение экстерном

	credit
	зачет

	examination
	экзамен

	efficiency
	эффективность

	gifted
	одаренный

	postgraduate education
	последипломное образование 

	eminent personality
	высококвалифицированное лицо

	need of the day
	современная потребность


Exercises

Ex. 1 Find English equivalents for the following words and word combinations in the text.

Высокое качество, доступность, желающий, получать высшее образование, инфраструктура, воспользоваться, технический университет, современный научный эксперимент, классический университет, академия, двухуровневая система высшего образования, выпускник, бюджетная основа, зачет, экзамен, экстерн, последипломное образование, доктор наук, высококвалифицированное лицо, современная потребность.

Ex. 2 Match the words with the same meaning.

	1) eminent
	a) effectiveness

	2) important
	b) fulfill

	3) available
	c) public

	4) carry out
	d) give

	5) type
	e) present

	6) private
	f) part-time

	7) state
	g) privately-owned

	8) by correspondence
	h) sort

	9) represent
	i) remarkable

	10) efficiency
	j) accessible

	11) award
	k) important


Ex. 3 Complete the sentences and translate them into Russian.

1) Belarus has one of ……….. in Europe.

2) Belarus universities are regarded as ….. for the spreading of … .

3) The universities of Belarus consist of ……. for imparting ……….. .

4) Every establishment occupies its … in training of …. for various ………. .

5) Graduates both from ……….  universities are granted …….. of higher education.

6) 3 forms of learning are ……. at Belarusian ……………….. .

7) External studies  …….  form of …………………. .

8) ……..  are taken without obligatory attendance of classes.

9) Diplomas are granted to ……………….. .

10) Grants are available for ……. and …… are awarded to …… .

11) The universities in Belarus are …… of producing …… in various fields.

Ex. 4 Insert prepositions in the sentences.

1) The universities of Belarus consist … highly qualified professionals … imparting modern education. 

2) The technical universities of Belarus are well equipped … modern laboratories … enable the students … carrying … modern scientific experiments. 

3) High demand … higher education leads … high entrance competition regardless … form of study or specialty. 

4) Full-time learning is the most widespread and … the greatest demand … 2/3 … the students. 

5) External studies are based … the independent study … subjects … the regular curriculum. 

6) The efficiency of any form … learning is ensured … eminently qualified teaching staff. 

7) Most courses run … 4 or 5 years. 

8) Grants are available … full-time students and scholarships are awarded … very gifted students. 

9) All higher education establishments are governed … the Ministry … Education … Belarus. 

10) The courses offered … these universities are very much … accordance … the present need … the day.

Ex. 5 Say if the following statements are true or false to the text.

1) The higher education system in Belarus is seen as prestigious due to its high quality and affordability.

2) Belarusian universities are not available for all the eligible and willing candidates.

3) The infrastructural facilities of Belarusian universities are commendable.

4) There are six main types of higher education establishments in Belarus.

5) All Belarusian universities are state and there are no private higher education establishments in Belarus.

6) Classical and profile universities provide a two level system of higher education.

7) High demand on higher education leads to low entrance competition.

8) 2 forms of learning are available at Belarusian higher education establishments: full-time and part-time.

9) The efficiency of any form of learning is ensured by eminently qualified teaching staff.

10) Grants are available for part-time students.

Ex. 6 Answer the questions.

1) Belarus has one of the highest student-to-population ratios in Europe, doesn’t it?

2) Are Belarusian universities regarded as important education institutions for the spreading of higher education?

3) Can all the eligible and willing candidates study at universities?

4) What service can the students avail?

5) How many types of higher education establishments are there in Belarus?

6) How many higher education establishments are there in Belarus?

7) Do classical and profile universities provide a two or three level system of higher education?

8) What academic degrees can you get at higher education establishments?

9) 3 forms of learning are available at Belarusian higher education establishments, aren’t they?

10) Do qualified teaching staff work at higher education establishments?

11) How many years do students study at higher education establishments?

12) Can you get postgraduate education at higher education establishments?

13) Are the courses offered by higher education establishments very much in accordance with the present need of the day?

14) High education establishments produce eminent personalities in various fields, don’t they?

Ex. 7 Translate these sentences from Russian into English.

1) Система высшего образования в Беларуси считается престижной из-за доступности и высокого качества.

2) Белорусские университеты состоят из квалифицированных профессионалов, дающих современное образование.

3) В Беларуси существует 4 основных вида высших образовательных учреждений: классический университет, профильный университет или академия, институт и высший колледж.

4) Каждое учреждение занимает особое место в подготовке высококвалифицированных кадров для различных отраслей национальной экономики.

5) Выпускники как государственных, так и частных университетов получают дипломы о высшем образовании государственного образца.

6) Менее 1 % студентов учатся на вечерней форме обучения и более 35 % студентов учатся заочно.

7) Стипендиями награждают очень одаренных студентов.

Ex. 8 Retell the topic. 
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